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Going to secondary school
in the Haaglanden region

For parents of children who are about to go
from primary school to secondary school

Your child will be starting secondary.school next year. The primary school will help you with this important step. In the Haaglanden
region (The Hague; Leidschendam, Rijswijk and Voorburg), agreements have been made between schools and the local authorities.
This is laid down in the so-called ‘BOVO procedure’. We work together with the Delflanden region for secondary school enrolment.

This leaflet-explains how this transition works. Your primary school has also listed information about this transition in the school guide.

School recommendation, educational report

It is important that your child attends a school that is a good fit. In the 8th year The primary school also prepares an educational report for each child. This 2026_2027
of primary school, your child will receive their provisional and final school report lists your child’s strengths and areas for improvement, as well as what

recommendation. This recommendation states the level at which your child they will need in secondary school. You have the right to view this report and,

can start secondary school. This level will help you get a good idea of the if you wish, to add your comments.

selection of secondary schools available to you, before you enrol your child.



Please note:
priority rules only apply
during the March
enrolment period and
only to the first-choice
school.

Possible priority rules

Secondary schools may use priority rules if they have more applications than available spots.
Schools decide for themselves which of these priority rules to apply and announce this in
advance on their own websites and on the Scholenwijzer. In the Haaglanden region, there are
three priority rules that secondary schools may use.

1. Priority for pupils who have a (half- or step-) brother or sister at their first-choice school;
2. Priority for children of staff members at the first-choice school;
3. Priority for primary school pupils attending schools with the same educational approach:
a. Montessori secondary schools may give priority to pupils from Montessori primary schools
and/or pupils from Dalton primary schools.*
b. Dalton secondary schools may give priority to pupils from Dalton primary schools
and/or pupils from Montessori primary schools.*
c. Steiner/Waldorf secondary schools (Vrije School) may give priority to pupils
from Steiner/Waldorf (primary) schools.

Transfer to the international transition class, Lead-up Class
and special secondary education

The BOVO procedure applies to the transition to mainstream education. Is your child transferring
from primary school to the international transition class (Internationale Schakelklas; ISK), the
Lead-up Class (Kopklas) or special secondary education (voortgezet speciaal onderwijs; VSO)?
Different registration procedures apply for these. You can find references to these procedures in
the Scholenwijzer.

* For (a) and (b), Montessori and Dalton secondary schools decide for themselves whether to give priority to both
educational approaches or only to pupils coming from a primary school following their own educational approach
(Montessori or Dalton).

Support at secondary school

Some children need extra support at school. This is known as ‘passend onderwijs’,
meaning ‘tailored education’. Does your child need this support? If so, look for a
secondary school that can offer the right support. Sometimes a child already receives
extra support at primary school. Other times extra support is needed at secondary
school. If your child has attended a special primary school or another form of special
education, they will (almost) always need support. Tailored education has three types
of support: basic, additional, and in-depth support.

1) Basic support is provided at every secondary school. The basic support is described
in the school guide. Examples include coaching by a mentor or support for dyslexia.

2) Additional support is intended for pupils who need more than basic support.
This support is provided through the secondary education partnership (SWVZHW).
If your child has received extra support at primary school, in the form of an
individual arrangement, please ask about the options available at secondary school.
Extra support is organised differently there.
Employment-oriented training (praktijkonderwijs) also falls under the category of
extra support. An intelligence assessment is required for a school recommendation
for employment-oriented training. Your consent is required for most assessments.
The primary school or an expert carries out this assessment. With your consent,
the results will be included in the educational report.

3) In-depth support. If the additional support proves insufficient, it may be decided
- in consultation with the parents, the school and the partnership - that special
support or a referral to special secondary education (vso) is required. Children
in special secondary education receive in-depth support. This may involve
extra support, specific aids, adapted teaching materials, or a different learning
environment. This is a level of support that a mainstream secondary school cannot
provide.

If the secondary school to which your child has applied is
unable to provide the required support, they may refuse
enrolment. The school then has a duty of care and will The secondary
contact you. education partnership

(SWVZHW) can help with
any questions you may
have about support.



https://scholenwijzer.denhaag.nl/categorie/vo/map
https://scholenwijzer.denhaag.nl/
https://haagsekopklas.nl/
https://scholenwijzer.denhaag.nl/categorie/Voortgezet%20speciaal%20onderwijs
https://www.swvzhw.nl/voor-ouders/

Secondary school enrolment procedure - Haaglanden 2026-2027

Orientation

You can use the Scholenwijzer to
search for secondary schools and
add them to your favourites.
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Up to the
Christmas
holidays

10-31
January

Before you sit

a transfer test,
you will receive a
provisional school
recommendation
from your primary
school.

School recommendation

Getting to know
your new school

4 January -
17 March

Open days

Attend open days at secondary schools and
then list your preferences.
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25 January -
12 February

You will sit the transfer test over
the course of one or two half-days.

Transfer test

Final school recommendation

Once the results of
the transfer test are
available and the
primary school has
discussed them,
you will receive

a final school
recommendation.

Advies

Registration
period
18 - 31 March

You use your final school
recommendation to register
for enrolment. You can

register online, via the
parents’ portal.

Ouderportaal
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Registration

September. If you have not been placed, the

From this school year
onwards, schools in

the Delflanden region
can also be included
on the list.

Draw and placement

Secondary schools sometimes have to
draw lots. Usually, 95 per cent of pupils
who apply are offered a place at their
first-choice school.

e

12 May,
after 5.00 pm

The admission decisions have been
announced. By now, you’ll usually
know which school you’ll be going to in

primary school will contact you.
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Secondary school enrolment procedure - Haaglanden 2026-2027
— Explanation

1 2 School recommendation 3 Open days 4 Transfer test

After the autumn holidays, secondary Check the orientation form Itis important to include enough schools on The transfer test provides

schools organise guided tours, to see which schools you can enrol your list of preferences. Recommendation for additional information

orientation lessons, or workshops. in with this provisional school the number of schools on the list: for the recommendation.

Open days will take place after the recommendation. Your primary « for employment-oriented training This will enable the primary

Christmas holidays. school can help with this. (praktijkonderwijs): 4 schools school to determine which If you have
« for pre-vocational secondary education recommendation fits you best. T e e

(vmbo): 4 schools
- for senior general secondary education you can enrol with
(havo): 6 schools between
« for pre-university education (vwo): 8 schools 18 and 31 March

recommendation,

5 Final school recommendation 6 Registration 7 Draw and placement 8

If you sit the transfer test, there are six Registration is usually done online. Pupils who need extra support are, Every year around this time,
possible outcomes: Some registrations are handled where necessary, helped to find a a telephone helpline is

» praktijkonderwijs/vmbo bb; differently. Your primary school can suitable school. available for parents who

« vmbo bb/vmbo kb; help with this. have questions about the

» vmbo kb/vmbo gl-tl; admission decision.

+ vmbo gl-tl/havo;

« havo/vwo;

+ solely the pre-university education: vwo.

More information The Scholenwijzer has a list of all

Your primary school is your first point of contact for any questions about the secondary schools in the region, Would you like to know more You register for a secondary
transition. After being accepted, the secondary school is the first point of contact. their open days, and how many places about the BOVO procedure? school online, via the Onderwijs
Questions about the procedure are answered at www.bovohaaglanden.nl. they have for the freshman year. www.bovohaaglanden.nl Transparant parent portal.

If you cannot find the answer to your question here, you can contact

BOVO Haaglanden via ouderinformatiepunt@bovohaaglanden.nl.

If you have a complaint about the way in which the BOVO procedure was carried
out, you can make use of the ombudsman scheme.
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https://scholenwijzer.denhaag.nl/categorie/vo
https://www.bovohaaglanden.nl/
https://www.bovohaaglanden.nl/
https://start.onderwijstransparant.nl/Portal/Entry
mailto:www.bovohaaglanden.nl?subject=
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