Attending secondary
school in the Haaglanden
BOVO region
For parents of children who are about to transition
from primary school to secondary school.

2020-2021

A big step
Your child will attend secondary education next
year. Search for a suitable secondary school
yourself and apply on behalf of your child.
The primary school will help you in this important
step. This leaflet shows which steps and
information are important for you in this matter.
Priority rules

School advice, educational report

It is important that your child attends a school that is appropriate for him or her.
Your child receives the ‘basisschooladvies’, the primary school advise, in the 8th
grade. This indicates the level at which your child can be placed in secondary school.
The primary school also draws up an educational report for each child.
This details your child’s strengths and weaknesses and his or her needs in secondary
school. You have the right to view this report and, if you so wish, to have your
opinion added as a separate attachment.

Many schools use priority rules when they
have too many applicants. Your child may be given
priority if:
1) an older (step) brother or (step) sister is already enrolled
at the preferred school;
2) one of the parents works in the preferred school;
3) if the primary school educates on the basis of the same
progressive educational movement as the preferred school.
Dalton and/or Montessori secondary schools may give priority
to pupils of Dalton and/or Montessori primary schools.
The secondary “Vrije School” (Steiner school) may give
priority to pupils of primary “Vrije” schools.

Please note: application periods differ
‘ Eerste Opvang Anderstaligen’ (EOA, formerly ISK, the First Response for NonNative Speakers): for children who have been in the Netherlands for less than two
years, the application process will start on 6 February 2021. Applications are by
order of entry, and there are limited places available. You will be notified no later
than after six weeks. A four-week extension may be possible on an individual basis.

Schools decide for themselves which priority
rules they will apply and publish them
on their own website and at
scholenwijzer.denhaag.nl.

Please note:
the priority rules
only apply in the first
enrolment period and only
for the preferred school
(first choice)!

‘Kopklas’: the “Kopklas” is a class for talented children who may have been
given a lower educational advice due to difficulties with the Dutch language.
The application period is from 28 September to 27 November 2020. This is to ensure
that, in case of rejection for the ‘Kopklas’, a child still has a chance to be placed at a
regular secondary school in the first enrolment period.
 pecial secondary education: for children with the ‘vso’ advice (special secondary
S
education), the information for application can be found on the website of the
special secondary school.
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Note:
The chance of
enrolment is greater with
5 or more schools on the list of
preferences!

Apply for secondary school
Important steps for applying on behalf of your child:
Step
1

Step
2

Step
3+4

Don’t forget to apply on behalf of
child in the period from 6 through
19 February! The next window
after that is not until 6 through
13 April 2021 (1:00 pm). Several
secondary schools will be
full by then.

December 2020

Your child will receive a preliminary primary
school advice from the primary school no
later than the Christmas holidays together
with an overview of suitable schools (the
orientation form). You will discuss with your
child which secondary schools you’d like to
visit.

Step
7-9

3 t/m 15 april 2021

Step
10-11

April/May 2021

Step
12

July 2021

Step
13

30 August 2021

4 January through 5 February 2021

Secondary schools hold open house days
after the Christmas holidays. If you visit
these together with your child, you will get a
better picture of the schools. Any additional
Covid-19 measures can be found at the
schools website.
You will receive the definitive primary school
advice in January 2021, and you will receive
both the application form and the
preference list from the primary school on 5
February.
Please note: you can attend open house days
and/or introductory meetings at practical
training schools as early as 7 November 2020.
Any additional Covid-19 measures can be
found at the schools website.

6 through 19 February 2021

Together with your child, you draw up a list
of five favourite schools. Tip: it’s better to fill
in more than fewer. Doing so increases the
chances of placement. The application form
with the list of preferences should be handed
in to your preferred (first choice) school. Your
child will then have applied for all the
schools listed on the list of preferences.
If your child’s primary school participates in
digital applications, you can fill in the
application form and the preference list in
the BOVO application (‘Onderwijs
Transparant’) and apply on behalf of your
child in this way. You will receive more
information about the digital application
process from the primary school.

Step
5

Step
6

20 February through 31 March 2021
Priority children are placed first (infor
mation on priority rules can be found
on page 2).
The school subsequently checks how
many applications and places remain.
It may occur that a school doesn’t have
enough room. The school then raffles off
the remaining places. If there are no
openings available at the preferred school,
your child will be given a raffle number
and a central draw and matching system
will be started. Your child will be placed at
the highest listed (non-full) school
possible, listed on the list of preferences,
by order of the raffle number.
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31 March 2021

On 31 March 2021 between 3:00 and 5:00
p.m., BOVO will inform you on whether
your child has been placed in one of the
preferred schools. In addition, you will be
contacted by the secondary school on 31
March (after 3:00 p.m.) or 1 April 2021.
You can choose to receive the message
from BOVO by e-mail or view it in the
BOVO application (‘Onderwijs
Transparant’). If you do not choose either,
you will only receive a message from the
secondary school. You can sign up for
BOVO’s reporting services through the
primary school.

Has your child not been placed yet? Then,
to see where openings remain, consult:
scholenwijzer.denhaag.nl. Your primary
school will provide you with a new list of
preferences of schools that have places left.
Fill in this new list with your child. Hand this
in together with the application form to the
school that is now preferred (first choice).
This can be done from 6 through 13 April
2020, 1:00 pm. Your child will immediately
receive a raffle number for a new central draw
and matching. On 15 April 2021, from 15:00
p.m. onwards, you will receive a message
from BOVO and/or the secondary school
concerning the placement of your child.
Please note: the second application period
only lasts one week!
Your child will participate in the final test in
April/May. If the result of the final test is
higher than the primary school advice,
the primary school will reassess the advice.
The primary school may decide to leave the
advice as it was or to increase it. If the
school now issues a higher advice, your child
may stay in the same class, transfer to a
different class, or you may choose another
school where an opening still remains.

The introduction at the new school takes
place in July.
Your child will start secondary school.

More information

The primary school can tell you more about the transition to secondary school. You can also
find information on: scholenwijzer.denhaag.nl, www.bovohaaglanden.nl/voor-ouders and on
the websites of the primary and secondary schools.

BOVO Haaglanden

In the municipalities of The Hague, Leidschendam-Voorburg and Rijswijk, the transition
from the primary school to secondary school has been arranged via the BOVO procedure.
This procedure stems from agreements between the school boards in these municipalities.
The BOVO Haaglanden organisation executes the procedure and offers support to primary
and secondary schools. More information can be found at
www.bovohaaglanden.nl/over-bovo.

Ombudsman regulations

If you have a complaint about the way in which the BOVO procedure has been carried out by
a primary or secondary school, you can make use of the ombudsman regulations for parents.
After submitting your complaint, an independent complaints committee will take it under
advisement. You will receive a response within 6 weeks. The school and the school board
receive advice from the committee.
If you have a complaint about the primary school advice, the content of the educational
report or about the admission decision concerning your child, please contact the school’s
management or board.
More information about the ombudsman regulations can be found at
www.bovohaaglanden.nl/voor-ouders.

Parent Helpdesk

From 31 March and from 15 April 2021, a parent helpdesk will be opened temporarily. You may
consult this to ask questions about your child’s admission to a secondary school and about
the rest of the procedure. The opening hours and contact details can be found at
www.bovohaaglanden.nl/voor-ouders.
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